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   RECAP: Elect ion 2009  
Kids Voting Mesa County (KVMC) was thrilled to have nearly 10,000 students 

voting in this coordinated election! This was an increase of almost 4000 stu-

dents over the 2007 coordinated election.  

Adult/student comparisons. Mesa County adult voter turnout was about 34% ; 

KVMC enjoyed a turnout of about 46%.  Student voters came from about 40 

different school voting sites in Mesa County. 

Students re-elected Harry Butler and Leslie 

Kiesler, current School Board members in 

School District #51.  Adult voters elected Greg 

Mikolai to this school board while students 

chose his opponent, Rose Femia Pugliese.  

Plateau Valley students supported their candi-

dates running in uncontested races for their 

districtõs School Board. 

 

In contrast to the School Board races, stu-

dents agreed with Mesa County adult voters and extended the term limits of 

the Mesa County District Attorney, Sheriff, and Coroner to a third term.  In con-

trast, students in School District #51 (Plateau Valley) didnõt support eliminating 

the term limits for their School Board members. 

Is it next year already? Election 2010 promises to be another 

exciting election for Mesa County students in both public and 

private school/home -school settings. The Election Committee 

of KVMC will be determining which of the following races 

will appear on the 2010 student ballots:  U.S. Senate, U.S. 

Congressional District #3, Governor/Lt. Governor, Secretary 

of State, Treasurer, Senate District #7, House District #54 and 

#55, County Commissioner along with other county positions 

and ballot issues. 

Are you interested in being part of Kids Voting Mesa County/ 

Election 2010 and promoting civic education in Mesa 

County?  Contact Martha Graf, Director of Kids Voting Mesa 

County, at 245-3414  or mgraf@mesa.k12.co.us.   
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 A BIG thank you  

goes out to SD51  

Media Specialists 

who found & donated not 

only a flat screen monitor 

but a new & faster hard 

drive as well! 

THANK YOU! 

Send us your email address so we can minimize use of paper (page 3)  

**SAVE THE DATE: 2/11/10 

KVõS ANNUAL CELEBRATION AT TWO RIVERS** 

mailto:mgraf@mesa.k12.co.us
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What the students have to say  

Student ballots included something the adult ballots did not: survey questions 

covering some critical issues such as class size and cell phone use. Here is how 

the students weighed in:  

*  75% of student voters believe that class size affects  

      learning 

*  The top three reasons for students being involved with  

      vandalism or acting out  were seeking attention, being  

      angry with their lives and family, and being bored  

*   58% of the voters didnõt support requiring community      

       service in order to graduate 

*  64% of the voters donõt believe that Colorado drivers 

      should be allowed to use their cell phones while  

      driving  

*  81% believed the government should work to make  

      affordable healthcare available to everyone 

*  62% stated they would register to vote and actually  

      vote when they turn 18  

Working on the website  

18-year olds register to vote for the first 
time as an adult at Fruita Monument HS 

Every few years, even good things need a makeover. 

 

Kids Votingõs website is in the process of a major overhaul, designed to bring it up to speed with new tech-

nologies and keep it in tune with studentsõ interests and teachersõ needs. Board Member Linde Marshall is lead-

ing the team that is working on the new site.  

 

òThe website was originally created 6 years ago. With quickly changing technology and the demand of our 

users keeping pace with that technology, we felt it was time for an update. The goal in creating our new site is 

to use technological advancements while catering to students who vote, teachers who teach our curriculum, 

parents who take their children to the polls, along with our partners in the media and our financial sponsors,ó 

Marshall said.  

 

The new website is being developed in collaboration with the Mesa State College Campus Design Studio.  It 

will feature easier navigation and a bold new look, produced with new tech tools including Dreamweaver, 

Flash and Photoshop.  

 

Josh Graham, a Graphic Design major with print and animation specialties, is the lead designer for the site.  òI 

think itõs great to be working on this updateécombining various media into one easy to reach place.  The new 

design is easy to navigate, but still keeps an elegant feel,ó Graham said.  

 

Graham and Marshall are working with students Jeremy Poland (Grand Junction H.S.) and Kolton Gustafson 

(Palisade H.S.).  Randy Martens from School District 51is assisting with the school district interface and teacher 

access.  Martha Graf from Kids Voting and Dan Flenniken from Mesa Stateõs Mass Communication department 

are also on the team.  

 

With about four months of preliminary work, the new site is starting to take shape. Linde Marshall is looking 

forward to the launch. òWe are proud to announce our new site will be up and running in 2010!ó Marshall 

said.  
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Include a check payable to Kids Voting Mesa County , OR provide the following credit card information:  

Credit card: (Visa, MasterCard, or Discover)       

Credit card number         

Expiration date             Security Code ( 3 digits on the back of the card)     

Name as it appears on the card          

Billing address             

Please consider contributing to KVMC at any of the following levels: 

_____$480ñPremier Donor OR   ___ $40 per month  _____$60  

_____$240 OR  ___ $20  monthly   _____$20  

_____$120 OR ___ $10 monthly   _____$Other Amount 

 

Mail your donation to:  

Kids Voting Mesa County 

P. O. Box 4246, Grand Junction, CO  81502 
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Giving to Kids Voting is tax deductible! 

Scenes f rom the elect ion season  

Help us go green and save money, 

too. Call or email the office to receive 

this and other newsletters via email.  

245-3414 

mgraf@mesa.k12.co.us  

R-5 High School won the trophy for highest  

percentage of high school student voter turnout. 

(Josh Guddat, teacher & Dave Casey, principal 

with students charged with getting out the vote).  

Teacher Steve Wallace 

listens as a student reads 

his wish for the world 

during the Wish Tree   

Ceremony held at Taylor  

Elementary School. 

The League of Women Voters and KVMC     

organized students to interview School Board 

candidates Mikolai & Pugliese at KAFM 88.1. 

Consider year-end donations to Kids Voting  

Ryan Crick, SD51 

Media Specialist, 

prepares to video 

a student with a 

question for the 

candidates for the  

Candidate Video. 


